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REMARKS : 

Response to Claim Objections 

Claims 36-38 and 48 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 36: line 2, a period must be inserted after “collagen". In claim 48: line 2, “to" 
must be inserted after “200.” In response applicants have amended claims 36, 38 and 
48 as suggested by the Examiner and have changed "market” to "marker” . 

Response to Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §102 

Claim 1 is rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Carter (U.S. Pat. No. 4,863,470) or alternatively, Sinaiko (U.S. Pat. No. 3,341 ,417). 
However, neither of these references describe a marker formed of dehydrated, 
bioabsorbable material, so they cannot anticipate this claim. 

Response to Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) 

Claims 31, 32, and 46-49 are rejected by tine Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Krag (U.S. Pat. No. 6,363,940). However, the above 
amendment to claim 31 render the rejection mpot. 

Response to Double Patenting 

Claim 1 is rejected by the Examiner under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over (1 ) claims 1 and 23 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,347,241, and (2) claims 1 apd 13 of U.S. Patent No. 6,662,041. 

In response applicants have filed concurrently herewith a Terminal Disclaimer. 

Response to Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants note with appreciation the Examiner’s indication that claims 33 and 34 
are directed to patentable subject matter and that claims 35-45 are allowable over the 
art of record. 
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Conclusions: 

, i 

Applicants believe that the pending claims define patentable subject matter and 
respectfully request reconsideration and an early allowance. 
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